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Presentatlon Background - 13
RS MW T /4
. Cultural Anthropology
 Ethnographic methods
2+ Human evolution
> *Religious Studies
~* Branch of philosophy
< Hermeneutics
.+~ »Evolutionary Psychology
4%« Mental life and behavior as selected adaptations
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¥ & * All behavior makes sense, |n context.

44 "« There is a logic to all human behavior, whether you
' know It or agree with it Is the Issue.

* If you are having a hard time understanding a
phenomenon of culture or religion, you do not have
enough context.




What is culture? RO
. «...culture is defined as the shared patterns of behaviors and 1
Interactions, cognitive constructs, and affective i

understanding that are learned through a process of B
socialization. These shared patterns identify the members of :
a culture group while also distinguishing those of another

group.”

* University of Minnesota’s Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition
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’?&ﬁnEmbedded in this definition is the psychological
Ingroup-outgroup phenomenon, which may underlie
“discriminatory and prejudicial behavior.

Tattoos, Shipibo: the “real” people, language
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Do other animals have culture?

%+ Yes and no.

p:.:s__g.;,_ _* « All culture consists of learned behaviors

7« Only humans have facility with highly abstract and
% complex, detailed technical knowledge
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Human culture 7
' LG Al 8. EEs
= * 10 understand human culture, we need to understand
%44 human nature.
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What dlfferentlates human culture?
" \ 2N W[ 7 PRy

. Rapld faC|Ie transmission of complex cultural memes
e \' e Richard Dawkins video
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How dld human culture evolve?
?u XA - [ 7 PRy

. Adaptlve surV|vaI value of rapid transmlssmn of complex
- knowledge, communication and cooperation.
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Timeline of human origins
Closest primate relative — 5 million years BP
| Stone tools — 2.5 million years BP

Control of fire — 800,000 BP
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Human mlgratlon

0  There were numerous homlnld spemes (Habilis, Neanderthal) that
<. migrated out of Africa, ours came later than most but outcompeted or
Interbred with all others.

i ~ « There is more genetic diversity between any two groups endogenous
to Africa than between all of the groups who developed from the
original migratory group.

%" « The historical concept of race has no genetic or biological basis. It
was created and continues to be utilized to perpetuate recently evolved @
social hierarchies.
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Tracking and the Origins of Science

i
U ow  cnammm— — —
# “__« Louis Liebenberg, Associate of Human Evolutionary Biology at ‘q
Harvard University, expert on 'kung San culture: i

* “It was once assumed not only that rational science originated with the
ancient Greek philosophic schools, but that the belief systems of
prehistoric hunter-gatherers were dominated by superstition and
irrational beliefs. If this was the case, then how did the human mind
evolve the ability to do scientific reasoning if scientific reasoning was
not required for hunter-gatherer survival? (2013, 18)”

e * “This apparent paradox can be resolved if it 1s assumed that at least
AT some of the first anatomically modern hunter-gatherers were capable of
RS scientific reasoning, and that the intellectual requirements of modern
science were, at least among the most intelligent member of hunter-
gatherer bands, a necessity for the survival of hunter-gatherer societies.
(2013, 18)”
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Human Universals (a-c) (Brown, 2004)

beliefs about death
» beliefs about disease

- actions under self-control distinguished from those
not under control

* aesthetics « beliefs about fortune and misfortune

« affection expressed and felt : e e
H * binary cognitive distinctions

. r . :
| age grades * Dbiological mother and social mother normally the

* age statuses same person
e+ ageterms  Dblack (color term)
~« ambivalence * body adornment
. anthropomorphization « childbirth customs
* anticipation » childcare
« antonyms  childhood fears
* attachment « childhood fear of loud noises
* Dbaby talk  childhood fear of strangers
* Dbelief in supernatural/religion « choice making (choosing alternatives)

beliefs, false » classification




Visible cultural elements:
SEE - HEAR - TOUCH

Explicity Learned, Conscious, Easily Changed, Objective Knowledge

Invisible cultural elements: B
Eoooet BELIEFS - VALUES - THOUGHT PATTERNS - MYTHS “i‘
b s _' &i Implicitly learned, Unconscious, Difficult to Change, Subjective Knowledge ’ S5

e.g. Physical Space, Work Motivation, Facial Expressions, Handling of Emotions
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Culture and identity

CPOREN L N  oN MmN £
 Culture — Membership in a culture is often deflned S|mply

3 as possessing and displaying facility with cultural
r; 1 knowledge, values and skills.

'+ Race — The historically and socially-constructed
__\ categorization of people based on observable physical
— * characteristics

 Ethnicity — A person’s membership in a cultural group based
w7 on national or cultural tradition.

S 4 - Nationality — A political and social designation of national
g origin, more or less independent from race, culture and
ethnicity
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Cultural phenomena ;’: ,

- Enculturation — The process of learnmg one’s own culture

= oforigin.
@ | ' Acculturation — The process of learning or adjusting to a
" | secondary or sub-culture.

- ‘ « Ethnocentrism — The tendency for all individuals to view
~  their own culture favorably when compared to others.

« Xenophobia — Fear or distrust of cultural “others” or
“outsiders.”

* « Cultural Relativity — The idea that because culture is
learned and ethnocentrism is universal,
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| Intersectionality b L

®  The idea that all people have a multiplicity of cultural
‘!a Identifications that intersect in complex ways in each
@oe. individual

 Coined by Kimberle Crenshaw, 1989.

* What Is the possible evolutionary origin of this phenomenon?
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Current Cross-cultural Discourse 3
e @ e

FALLLIVESMATTER

=% < Donald Brown makes the point that racism parasitizes a part of our
mind that could not have evolved to view race.
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Current Cross-cultural Discourse

| \ ¥ Se - BV EY g .
lee different people watchlng different parts of a movie,
“arguing about the plot, with none having seen the beginning.
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g a What is religion?
‘ ’ﬁ : A . S W R GRS

. Deflnltlon from the Latln
e * Religio — “To go over again” or “consider carefully” (Cicero)
5 Religare — “To bind or connect” (Joseph Campbell)

-1+ Distinction between “religion” and anything else is an
¢ exclusively “Western” concept.

% .« Beliefs and Practices

 Doctrine
 Orthodoxy
« Heterodoxy

* Practice
 Orthopraxy
» Heteropraxy
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Selected classifications of religions b

f"a \':L_ . o a - SNRY P
» o Animism

_- ‘ - Belief that all life forms/matter are sentient, consciousness Is embodied,

7 » Mysticism

Ex: Sufi, Jesus, Buddha.

" » Polytheistic
« Belief in a hierarchy of powerful divine beings. Ex: Roman, Hinduism

 Monotheistic

HEl

communication possible. Ex: most indigenous religions, Daoism, Jedis.

a

A form of religion that centers on the direct experience of transcendence,
connection with God, expanded consciousness, direct revelation of knowledge.

 Belief in one God, may possess different aspects. Ex: Judeism, Christianity,

‘ -
-
. ~

%
. '.LN b,
. ‘O




Work and

Pilgrimage to Volunteering
areas where 52
social justice Vr:%'riﬁgf

issues are

highlighted Bearing

witness
Contemplativearts _ gy

g N
Improvisation \

Journaling *‘7'_:\

,‘.,‘-_- »
Music and

singing

. ' L_ec_tio
Visualization  divina 1 g
Beholding -

Loving-kindness meditation

&

meditation

Cquncil
& circle

_ Dialog
Deep listening
Storytelling

LabYr_inth
Walking Walking g

» Yoga
T "

" r——

L - . Dance

Qigong Q"‘

w Aikido

T'ai chi ch’uan

“" Establishing a
& sacred/personal space

—e

Meditation

Quieting
the mind

4

Silence

,v‘

Centering

» il AX

The Tree of Contemplative Practices

www.contemplativemind.org

..

Retreats

Ceremonies and rituals

.« based in spiritual or

cultural traditions

—
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Universal facets of rellglon 1

R g | F B o
. g,, Epistemology — Valid means of acqumng knowledge.

== Cosmology — Concepts of the shape, nature and
7 function of the universe.

Ontology Definitions of the nature of being.

7 Soterlology Concepts of the nature of salvation,
Ilberatlon or spiritual destiny.




Comparative cosmologies
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+ Mircea Eliade:
=7 = < Sacred vs. profane space, time, activities

=4

¢+ » Axis mundi or world tree

ABOVE - UPPERWORLD




Ygddrasil — Norse
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Central Monuments - Obelisks
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Central I\/Ionuments Obellsks
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Early Christian cross
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|_akota medicine wheel

Giiwednong (North)
Wiingushk (Sweet Grass)
Mkwa (Bear)
Bboon (Winter)
Maakshik (Evening)
Gaatesid (Elder)
Waabshkaa (White)
Jichaag (Spirit)

Epingishmok (West) Waabnong (East)
Mshkwoodewashk (Sage) Semaa (Tobacco)
Bwaji Bizhiki (Buffalo) Mgizi (Eagle)

Dagwaagi [Autumn) Mnookmi (Spring)
Maakshik (Evening) Gizheb (Morning)
Ntaawgid (Adult) Binoojiinhs (Baby)
Mkadeewaa (Black) (O)zaawaa (Yellow)
Enmanjiwang (Emotion) Nendmowin (Mind)

Zhaawnong (South)
Zhgob (Cedar)
Waawaashkeshi (Deer)
Niibin (Summer)}
Maawkwe (Noon)
Shkiniigewin (Adolescent)
Mskwaa (Red)
Wiiyow (Body)
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deed billon galaxiesarrayed throughout the

wniverse. Each,like the Milky Way, s an “istand universe™

containing billions of stars. Nearly all galaxics are members - -

of groups or lusters, which are part of even lirgep sricturescaled
relisiers. All of.

which enclose huge, bubblc-like yolumes of %
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Science vs. Religion i B N
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3 . What are the |mportant differences between science and rellglon’?

 Between religious thinking and scientific thinking? Laypeople and clergy’? *

: . ’ 2

'« Beware ethnocentrism!




